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mEREE
Imagine this you open a cupboard and out jump the mice.
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You go to your kitchen and there are mice everywhere.
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Sounds like a horror movie or a nightmare.
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Welcome to Australia. Here, it’s a reality.
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There is mouse plague down under.
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And it looks something like this.
TEIUAIAT R,

Disgusted already?
JRREE Ly TG 2

Watch this.

It’s a raining mice quite literally.
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They are inside houses, on the walls, on the roofs, inside containers.
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They are everywhere, dead and alive.
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How do you sleep in a situation like this?
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“You don’t!” says Australian farmer Kodi Brady.
TURREE | SN Kodi Brady 3 -

As early as March, photos like these made their way to the headlines.
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A local farmer said, “At night, the ground is moving with thousands and thousands of mice just running

around.”
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That was just a warm-up for a cross-country race.

s A et A LS

Two months on, the mice army has breached borders.
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It has infested an area stretching over a thousand kilometers.
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From Adelaide to Brisbane via Melbourne and Sydney.
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The mice are chewing crops, electrical wires, machines even biting patients in hospitals.
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mEREE:
Eating through grain, plastic, household appliances and more.
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Now they are turning on one another.
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Australia is suffering the worst mice plague in decades.
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If you leave them long enough, they start eating each other, quite easy.
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They take the weakest one out then they work their way to the strongest one.
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Farmer Norman Moeris has had his grain stocks depleted.
EES Norman Moeris FVfE & L8 FE -

He puts the figure at around 100,000 US dollars in losses and over 2,000 sheep have died.
ftfdiatER T4 10 B35 > SR T 2 THHEF -

His farm located in the northwest of the state of New South Wales, is one of many that has seen a plague

last for several months.
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The state offered farmers free bait to deal with the problem, but the size of the outbreak has led to more

calls on the government to step up and allow the use of a toxic poison currently banned in the country.
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Despite laying bait around paddocks and traps around the house the mice just keep coming.
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And it is taking a toll on his family too.
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It's just hard.
TREREE |

After the drought that's the biggest trouble.
B SRR RIS -

We've been on our knees we got up a bit.
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Now we're back on our knees with the mice.
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Mice, believed to have arrived in Australia along with the first European settlers are well suited to the

country's often harsh climate.
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They can survive long periods of dry weather and thrive as food and water become available.
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The heat and drought are no doubt a headache for Utah farmers. And now, an invasion of grasshoppers is
adding to their plight.
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Mike, some farmers out there, question whether there's really anything they can do to stop it.

ARRESEEOHEHE R 2 X -
Yeah, Mike, you know what, these grasshoppers are already adults, they’re on the move so they’re hard to
keep up with and spray.
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And on top of that, farmers say they’ll run out of water anyway.
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And for some, that’s leading to a pretty bleak harvest.
ERFEEUREYIRUT -
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Whether it’s the life you choose.
ks MR B A 0E

I’ve been here my whole life, I was born just right there.
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or the life you are given.
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Farmers know there will be good years and bad.
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We first noticed them like the end of May you know, they were just tiny, started hatching.
HME S BEREICFERME S - SRS BBIE -

There aren’t many years quite like this.
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Between the hoppers and the drought, I mean it’s bad.
S ER AR B - EUERE -

Royce Larsen is among the farmers in Box Elder County who say these pests hatched early and in big

numbers making it tough to get on top of the problem.
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We've seen kind of a perfect, terrible storm.
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Josh Dallin, part of the faculty for livestock and range at the Utah State University Extension says he's seen

about 35 different ranches across the county.

Josh Dallin 2R NILARERHEE S e - MER At E2eny — & - M3 254 35 (EHeEHEZ -

All dealing with only a fraction of the hay they'd normally produce, and then...
RN IEEEEN—Ey » A%

We’re just seeing these numbers of grasshoppers just taking out and decimating any of the plant life that is

generating on our range land.
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Box Elder, just one of several counties facing this same problem.
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Grasshoppers come and go in cycles, but they tend to reproduce in larger numbers when it’s especially dry.
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We’re looking at about 7.5 billion grasshoppers, so that gives you an idea.
B BERIVESY 75 (B & iRE - oA Ef -

Larsen expects to have less than 20 percent of the hay they’d normally produce.
Larsen THETHZEZE & & LEIEH B 20% -

Residents in some southern Alberta communities are dealing with an invasion of grasshoppers.
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In the hardest hit areas, they’ve been seen and heard munching their way through nearly any plant that is

green leaving only stems behind.
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It’s horrible. They are everywhere, every size, every color, every species.
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It’s just... it’s horrible!

HAYKAMHET !

In West Lethbridge, residents have taken to applying pesticides on their gardens, after having their

vegetable plants destroyed with nearby fields, having numbers of roughly 100 insects per square meter.
AT R 2P el - SRR - ERRACEE R R - TR IREA 4 100 Eig2E -

The culprit is the two-striped grasshopper which can eat up to one-fifth of its body weight per day.
R E EY T RIS FREEETHREN AT — -

It is one of the largest grasshoppers on the Canadian prairies and has a very broad diet.

EIEREF PR AR — W HESEMEER -

The grasshoppers typically exist in smaller numbers, but in order for populations to truly explode specific

weather conditions must occur that, are favorable to the survival of successive generations.
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Both the large numbers of grasshoppers and the hot and dry weather, in which they thrive makes it hard for

residents to control the insects.
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But keeping your yard wet can help and while grasshoppers typically make up an important part of the food

web outbreaks of pests in excessive numbers could potentially increase into the future.
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